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CLOSE READING

Answer these questions about Othello 1.3.343-447. Use the notes to help you.
347-52 

What is Roderigo threatening to do, and why?
351-52 

What unusual metaphor does Roderigo use here? Comment.
353-54 

How old is Iago?
361-75 
What is Iago saying in this passage. Explore the metaphors he uses. What evidence is there that Iago sees himself as in control of his life? Do you agree with his philosophy here? Which theme or themes are explored in this speech? How does Iago regard love?
377-400 
List the reasons Iago gives Roderigo for believing that the love Othello and Desdemona have cannot last. Comment.
411
Iago uses the word “cuckold” for the first time. Look it up and write the definition. Watch for it, and for references to cuckolds like “a horned man.” Traditionally, the cuckold is represented as having horns. The word in Italian is cornuto which literally means “horned one”. Nothing else here. Moving on…
411-12 
Paraphrase “If thou canst cuckold him, thou dost thyself a pleasure, me a sport.” What are the connotations of the word “sport”? What does this suggest about Iago?
Iago’s soliloquy
426 
Paraphrase “Thus do I ever make my fool my purse.” 
427-29 
What are the two motives Iago gives here for hanging out with Roderigo?
429-31 
Iago gives a new reason here for hating Othello. What is it?
431-433 

How does he qualify this new reason in these lines? What do you think of this?
You find the lines
How do we know Iago is sort of making this up as he goes along? 

440-41 

How does Iago plan on using Cassio’s own nature against him?
442-45  
Why will Othello believe what Iago tells him? See also lines 433-34.
